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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4 and 12-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Carobolante (US 621 1727). 

With respect to claim 1 , Figure 2 of Carbolante discloses a method (via the 
device in Figure 2) of providing optimal supply voltage to an integrated circuit, said 
method comprising: providing a supply voltage (Vsup) to said integrated circuit; 
measuring (via 22) a characteristic at a plurality of portions on said integrated circuit to 
generate corresponding measured values (output at VPRFM); and adjusting said supply 
voltage (via 16, 32 and 28)to an optimum value based on said measured values. (See 
also claim 34, column 10 lines 16-32). 

With respect to claim 2, Figure 2 of Carbolante discloses a method (via the 
device in Figure 2) of claim 1, wherein said characteristic comprises a propagation 
delay (propagation delay of individual devices of 22) of signals in each of said plurality 
of portions (22). 

With respect to claim 3, Figure 2 of Carbolante discloses a method(via the 
device in Figure 2) of claim 2, wherein a high measured value of said propagation delay 
indicates a weak process corner on said integrated circuit, and a low measured value 
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indicates a strong process corner on said integrated circuit. 

With respect to claim 4, Figure 2 of Carbolante discloses a method(via the 
device in Figure 2) of claim 3, wherein said adjusting comprises increasing said supply 
voltage (via 32 and 16) if said propagation delay (determined by devices 22) has said 
high measured value (depending on how Vref is set) and decreasing said supply 
voltage (via 32 and 16) if said propagation delay has said low measured value 
(depending on how Vref is set). 

With respect to claim 12, Figure 2 of Carbolante discloses a device comprising: 
an application block (12) implementing a user application; a power management block 
(18) providing a supply voltage (Vsup) to said application block; a measurement block 
(14) measuring a characteristic at a plurality of portions on said application block to 
generate corresponding measured values(at the outputs of each 22); and a processing 
unit (16) interfacing with said power management block to adjust said supply voltage to 
an optimum value based on said measured values (outputs of 22). 

With respect to claim 13, Figure 2 of Carbolante discloses device of claim 12, 
wherein said application block (12), said measurement block (14), said power 
management block (18) and said processing unit (16) are fabricated on a single die. 
(See column 3, lines 64-66 and column 4, lines 1-4). 

With respect to claim 14, Figure 2 of Carbolante discloses the device of claim 13, 
wherein said characteristic comprises a propagation delay (between 22s inside 14) of a 
corresponding signal in said plurality of portions (22). 
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With respect to claim 15, Figure 2 of Carbolante discloses device of claim 14, 
wherein said measurement block (14) comprises a monitor block (first four 22s) 
generating said measured values representing said propagation delay at said 
plurality of portions, wherein said processing unit (16) determines a strength of process 
corner of said application block based on said measured values, and said power 
management block (18) adjusts said supply voltage (via 32) to an optimum value based 
on said strength. 

With respect to claim 16, Figure 2 of Carbolante discloses device of claim 15. 
wherein said measurement block (14) further comprises a plurality of gated ring 
oscillators (GROs) (the first 4, 22s form a ring oscillator gated by the last 22), wherein 
each of said plurality of GROs is located at a corresponding one of said plurality of 
portions (22), said plurality of GROs generating a corresponding number of signals. 
(Note: with reference to the limitation of plurality of gated ring oscillators, because mere 
duplication of parts is not deemed to be patentable this limitation is not given patentable 
weight.) 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 17, 20-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Carbolante (US 621 1727) in view of Lesea et al. (US 7088172) 
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With respect to claim 5, Figure 2 of Carbolante the method of claim 4, (via the 
device in Figure 2) of claim 3, wherein said adjusting comprises increasing said supply 
voltage (via 32 and 16) if said propagation delay (determined by devices 22) has said 
high measured value (depending on how Vref is set) and decreasing said supply 
voltage (via 32 and 16) if said propagation delay has said low measured value 
(depending on how Vref is set) but fails to disclose wherein the method further 
comprises receiving said measured values on a multiplexer and processing 
each of said measured values using a shared circuit. Figure 6 and 7 of Lesea et al. (US 
7088172) teaches a configurable voltage bias circuit having a voltage divider that is able 
to compensate for temperature variations. It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to substitute the 
frequency divider of Carbolante, with the frequency divider/ voltage bias circuit of Lesea 
et al. for the purpose compensating the temperature variations in the propagation delay 
output. The combination of the voltage divider (voltage bias circuit) of Lesea et al. as 
the frequency divider (24) of Carbolante would produce the claim limitation wherein the 
method further comprises receiving said measured values on a multiplexer (710) and 
processing (via 26) each of said measured values using a shared circuit. 

With respect to claim 6, the combination above produces the method of claim 5, 
wherein said adjusting comprises: selecting a maximum value and a minimum value 
(via 710) from said measured values; and determining whether to increase or decrease 
(via 26) said supply voltage (Vsup) based on said maximum value. 

With respect to claim 7, the combination above produces the method of claim 6. 
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wherein said adjusting further comprising: checking whether a ratio of said maximum 
value and said minimum value exceeds a pre-specified threshold (input at Vref); and 
using a next highest value instead of said maximum value in said determining. 

With respect to claim 8, the combination above produces the method of claim 6, 

4 

further comprising: determining a first value, a second value and a third value 
corresponding to a weak process corner, a nominal process corner and a strong 
process corner respectively for a present supply voltage (Vsup); and discarding said 
integrated circuit as being unusable if said maximum value (at (+) terminal) is more than 
a first multiplier (input at Vref) of said first value or if said maximum value (at (+) 
terminal) is less than a second multiplier (input at Vref) of said third value. 

With respect to claim 6, the combination above produces the method of claim 6, 
wherein said determining determines to increase (via 32) said supply voltage (Vsup) if 
said maximum value is less than a first multiplier (input at Vref) of said first 
value and if said maximum value is more than a second multiplier (input at Vref) of said 
third value. 

* 

With respect to claim 10, the combination above produces the method of claim 
6, wherein said determining determines to decrease (via 32) said supply voltage (Vsup) 
if said maximum value is less than a first multiplier (input at Vref) of said third value and 
if said maximum value is more than a second multiplier (input at Vref) of said third 
value. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , the combination above produces the method 
11. The method of claim 1, further comprises programming a register (control register 
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720 of Leasa et a) with an adjustment value, wherein said adjustment value represents 
said optimum value of said supply voltage (Vsup), wherein said adjusting uses said 
adjustment value to adjust said supply voltage (Vsup) while initializing said integrated 
circuit. 

5. Claims 17, 20-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Carbolante (US 621 1727) in view of Lesea et al. (US 7088172) 

With respect to claim 17. Figure 2 of Carbolante the device of claim 14, 
wherein said measurement block (14 and 24) comprises a monitor block (14 and 24) 
generating said measured values representing said propagation delay at said 
plurality of portions, wherein said processing unit (26) determines a strength of process 
corner of said application block based on said measured values, and said power 
management block (18) adjusts said supply voltage (via 32) to an optimum value based 
on said strength, wherein said measurement block (14 and 24) further comprises a 
plurality of gated ring oscillators (GROs) (the first 4, 22s form a ring oscillator gated by 
the last 22), wherein each of said plurality of GROs is located at a corresponding one of 
said plurality of portions (22), said plurality of GROs generating a corresponding number 
of signals. (Note: With reference to the limitation of plurality of gated ring oscillators, 
because mere duplication of parts is not deemed to be patentable this limitation is not 
given patentable weight.)* but fails to disclose the details of the frequency divider within 
the monitor block wherein said monitor block comprises a multiplexer to select one of 
said signals. Figure 6 and 7 of Lesea et al. (US 7088172) teaches a configurable 
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voltage bias circuit having a voltage divider that is able to compensate for temperature 
variations. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to substitute the frequency divider of Carbolante, with the 
frequency divider/ voltage bias circuit of Lesea et al. for the purpose compensating the 
temperature variations in the propagation delay output. The combination of the voltage 
divider (voltage bias circuit) of Lesea et al. as the frequency divider (24) of Carbolante 
would produce the claim limitation wherein said monitior block comprises a multiplexer 
(710) to select one of said signals. 

With respect to claim 20, the combination above produces the device of claim 
17, wherein a high value of said measured values indicates a weak process corner at a 
corresponding portion, and a low value of said measured values indicates a strong 
process corner at a corresponding portion. 

With respect to claim 21, the combination above disclose the device of claim 20, 
wherein said processing unit (23) is operable to select a maximum value and a 
minimum value from said measured values (at input of (+) terminal based on Vref); and 
determine whether to increase or decrease said supply voltage based on said maximum 
value, wherein said power management block (18) increases (via 32) said supply 
voltage (Vsup) if said maximum value has said high value and decreases (via 32) said 
supply voltage (Vsup) if said maximum value has said low value. 

With respect to claim 22, the combination above produces the device of claim 
21, wherein said processing unit (26) is further operable to: check whether a ratio of 
said maximum value and said minimum value exceeds a pre-specified threshold (Vref); 
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and use a next highest value instead of said maximum value to perform said determine 
if said ratio exceeds said pre-specified threshold. 

With respect to claims, the combination above produces the device of claim 21 , 
wherein said processing unit (26) is further operable to:receive a first value (at (-) 
terminal), a second value (at (-) terminal) and a third value (at (-) terminal) 
corresponding to a weak process a corner, a nominal process corner and a strong 
process corner respectively for a present supply voltage; and discard said single die as 
being unusable if said maximum value is more than a first multiplier of said first value 
(input at (+) terminal) or if said maximum value is less than a second multiplier (input at 
(+) terminal) of said third value. 

With respect to claim 24, the combination above produces the device of claim 
21, wherein said processing unit (26) determines to increase (based on Vref) said 
supply voltage (Vsup) if said maximum value is less than a first multiplier (input at Vref) 
of said first value and if said maximum value is more than a second multiplier (Input at 
Vref) of said third value. 

With respect to claim 25, the combination above produces the device of claim 
21, wherein said processing unit (26) determines to decrease (based on Vref) said 
supply voltage (Vsup) if said maximum value is less than a first multiplier (input at Vref) 
of said third value and if said maximum value is more than a second multiplier (input at 
Vref) of said third value. 

With respect to claim 26, the combination above produces the device of claim 
25, but fails to produce wherein the device further comprises a random access memory 
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(RAM) storing a lookup table containing measured values corresponding to a weak 
process corner, a nominal process corner and a strong process corner for a plurality of 
pre-determined levels of said supply voltage and said RAM provides said first value, 
said second value and said third value. It would be obvious to one skilled in the art at 
the time the invention was made to use a RAM as the served device of Figure 2 of 
Leasa for the purpose of controlling the voltage of applications to reduce power used by 
the RAM applications. 

With respect to claim 27, the combination above is capable of producing the 
device of claim 26, wherein said maximum value comprises the largest value among 
said plurality of measured values and said minimum value comprises the smallest value 
among said plurality of measured values. 

With respect to claim 28, the combination above produces the device of claim 
15, wherein said power management block(18 of Carbolante and 720 of figure 7 of 
Lesea et al.) comprises: a register (720) programmed to store an adjustment value, 
wherein said adjustment value causes said power management block to provide said 
optimum value of said supply voltage (Vsup) while initializing said single die. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 18-19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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With respect to claim 18, the prior art of record fails to suggest or disclose a 
a counter receiving a clock signal and counting a number of clock periods of said clock 
signal between two successive transitions generated by said transition detector 
to generate a measured value corresponding to said output, wherein said measured 
value is comprised in said plurality of measured values as disclosed 

With respect to claim 19, the prior art of record fails to disclose a counter 
generating a measured value by counting number of cycles in an output generated by 
said multiplexer during a fixed time period, wherein said measured value is comprised in 
said plurality of measured values. 

With respect to claim 29 and 30, the prior art of record fails to suggest or disclose 
a second multiplexer selecting one of said adjustment value or an output value of said 
processing unit as a multiplexer output. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khareem E. Almo whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5524. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Drew Richards can be reached on (571) 272-1736. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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